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Happy New Year!

December 2023 marked my second anniversary as Executive Director, and I have been taking time to reflect on all 
that we accomplished in 2023.

It was a very busy and exciting year, and the BID could not have accomplished all it did without the support and commitment 
of a whole team of individuals. In the spirit of the holidays, I want to thank some of the folks who helped make 2023 so great. 

First, I want to thank each of my board members for their support and guidance. Second, thank you to 
Alderman Jonathan Brostoff for all of his efforts on behalf of the East Side BID. I also want to thank all our BID members, 
without whom there would be no BID! And last but not least,  I want to give a shout out to our marketing consultant 
Allie Horner for all of her amazing work and Paige Hammond, who was a tremendous partner in programming events 
in Ivanhoe Plaza and Black Cat Alley.

As you browse through the timeline on the following pages, you will see that the BID welcomed several new businesses, 
implemented a variety of infrastructure improvements aimed at calming traffic, enhancing the safety of bicyclists 
and pedestrians, and creating safe gathering places.

We also enlisted the support and participation of local community residents and employers to help us clean up 
the neighborhood and we added two dozen hanging flower baskets to augment our ground planters.

Furthermore, we hosted a variety of new programs and events in the public plaza and Black Cat Alley. And of course, 
we celebrated our 21st Summer Soulstice Music Festival!

I am looking forward to 2024 with much anticipation. While we have a number of projects and programs in our plans, 
I am most excited about seeing the TID-financed North Avenue comprehensive streetscaping project get underway. 
We have been working closely with our City of Milwaukee and private company partners for much of 2023 on this project 
aimed at safety, traffic calming, intersection improvements, and overall street redesign. We hope to present our updated 
plans to the community in March. Please keep an eye out for an announcement.

Thank you for joining me in celebrating all we accomplished over the last year. I can’t wait to see what the year ahead 
has in-store for our community!

Respectfully,

David Smulyan
Executive Director
East Side Business Improvement District 

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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2023

The Oriental  Theatre  was placed on the National  Register  of  Historic  Places.

T h i s  c o m e s  a l m o s t  e xa c t l y  o n e  ye a r  a f t e r  i t  w a s  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  S t a t e  H i s t o r i c  R e g i s t r y. 
H a v i n g  b e e n  a  s t a p l e  o f  t h e  Ea s t  S i d e  f o r  a l m o s t  1 0 0  ye a r s ,  t h e  O r i e n t a l  T h e a t r e 
i s  a n  i c o n i c  d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  t h o s e  l o o k i n g  t o  t a ke  i n  a  m ov i e ,  w h o  a p p r e c i a t e  i n t r i c a t e  d e s i g n , 
o r  s i m p l y  w a n t  t o  v i s i t  a  l a n d m a r k  t h a t  i s  t r u l y  ‘ M i l w a u ke e .’
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Year in Review
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The East  Side saw an inf lux of  excit ing new businesses.

We  we r e  t h r i l l e d  t o  we l c o m e  h a r d  c i d e r  t a p r o o m  a n d  e a t e r y,  P o n o m a  C i d e r  C o . ,  wo m a n - ow n e d , 
a r t i s t - r u n  g a l l e r y,  J a m e s  M a y  G a l l e r y,  a n d  m o d e r n  a n d  f r i e n d l y  t a ve r n ,  t h e  U p p e r  Ea s t  B a r 
( w h i c h  r e o p e n e d  u n d e r  n ew  ow n e r s h i p )  t o  t h e  B I D  a s  we  k i c ke d  o f f  2 0 2 3 .

Quar ter  2

We embraced Ear th Day with a community  c leanup.

O ve r  5 0  vo l u n t e e r s  j o i n e d  u s  f o r  C r o s s r o a d s  C o l l e c t i ve’s  Ea s t  S i d e  C o m m u n i t y  C l e a n  U p 
a n d  B l o c k  P a r t y  eve n t ,  d o n a t i n g  t h e i r  t i m e  a n d  e n e r g y  t o  c l e a n  u p  l i t t e r  a n d  d e b r i s  a r o u n d 
o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  i n  h o n o r  o f  Ea r t h  D a y.
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We made posit ive  changes to  improve safety  and community  spaces.

I v a n h o e  P l a z a  w a s  o f f i c i a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  M a y,  s e r v i n g  a s  a  s a f e  s p a c e  t o  g a t h e r,  e n j oy  eve n t s , 
a n d  d i n e  o u t d o o r s  n e a r  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  N .  Fa r we l l  Ave n u e  a n d  E .  N o r t h  Ave n u e .  I n  a d d i t i o n , 
we  c o m p l e t e d  wo r k  o n  t h e  R a p i d  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  B i ke  L a n e  P r o j e c t ,  c r e a t i n g  p r o t e c t e d  b i ke  l a n e s 
o n  N o r t h  Ave n u e  b e t we e n  t h e  e a s t  e n d  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  ove r  t h e  r i ve r  a n d  P r o s p e c t  Ave n u e , 
a s  we l l  a s  o n  P r o s p e c t  Ave n u e  b e t we e n  N o r t h  a n d  M a r y l a n d  Ave n u e s .

This  year ’s  Summer Soulst ice  Music  Fest ival  was a huge success.

We  e x p a n d e d  o u r  f o o t p r i n t  t o  i n c l u d e  Fa r we l l  Ave n u e  b e t we e n  N o r t h  Ave n u e  a n d  Ke n i l wo r t h  P l a c e , 
a l l ow i n g  u s  t o  a d d  a  f o u r t h  s t a g e  a n d  m o r e  m u s i c a l  p e r f o r m e r s  t h a n  eve r  b e f o r e  a n d  2 5 %  m o r e 
ve n d o r  b o o t h s  t h a n  i n  t h e  p r ev i o u s  ye a r.  We’r e  t h r i l l e d  t o  s h a r e  t h a t  eve n t  a t t e n d a n c e  w a s  u p  3 3 % 
c o m p a r e d  t o  2 0 2 2 ,  w i t h  ove r  1 0,0 0 0  a t t e n d e e s .  We  c a n’ t  w a i t  t o  s h a r e  w h a t  S u m m e r  S o u l s t i c e  2 0 24 
h a s  i n  s t o r e !
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In  addit ion to f i l l ing the BID with great  tunes,  we also added new blooms.

We  e n h a n c e d  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d  b y  r e f i l l i n g  o u r  e x i s t i n g  s t a n d i n g  p l a n t e r s 
a n d  b i c yc l e  p l a n t e r s  a n d  i n s t a l l i n g  24  n ew  h a n g i n g  p l a n t e r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  B I D.
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We made it  a  summer (and year)  to  remember by introducing a variety  of  new 
community  events  on the East  Side.

Fu n  i n  t h e  B I D  d i d n’ t  e n d  w i t h  S u m m e r  S o u l s t i c e !  I n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  C r o s s r o a d s  C o l l e c t i ve ,
we  a c t i v a t e d  t h e  n ew  I v a n h o e  P l a z a  a n d  B l a c k  C a t  A l l ey  w i t h  a  v a r i e t y  o f  n ew  p r o g r a m m i n g 
i n c l u d i n g  t wo  n ew  c o n c e r t  s e r i e s  -  B l a c k  C a t  R i s i n g  M u s i c  S e r i e s  a n d  t h e  S o u n d  SYST E M  D J  S e r i e s  - 
L a t i n  D a n c e  n i g h t s ,  t r i v i a ,  yo g a ,  c h i l d r e n’s  eve n t s ,  a n d  m o r e . 
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Black Cat  Al ley  welcomed a new mural . 

A n o t h e r  e xc i t i n g  d eve l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  B I D  t h i s  q u a r t e r  w a s  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  a  n ew  m u r a l  t o 
B l a c k  C a t  A l l ey,  “ H e a d  i n  t h e  C l o u d s ,”  p a i n t e d  b y  l o c a l  a r t i s t  R u b e n  A l c a n t a r.  T h e  B I D  i s s u e d 
a  c a l l  f o r  a r t i s t s  ove r  t h e  s u m m e r  a n d  a  p a n e l  o f  s eve n  j u r i s t s  c h o s e  R u b e n  o u t  o f  a n  a p p l i c a n t  p o o l 
o f  ove r  1 0 0.  R u b e n  i s  k n ow n  i n  M i l w a u ke e  f o r  c r e a t i n g  m u r a l s  a r o u n d  t h e  c i t y  t o  i n s p i r e  a r t 
a n d  c h a n g e ,  a n d  a l s o  a s  a  t a t t o o  a r t i s t  a t  R a b b i t  Ta t t o o  C o l l e c t i ve .  D o n’ t  m i s s  t h i s  s t u n n i n g  n ew 
a r t  t h e  n e x t  t i m e  yo u’r e  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d !
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We freshened up the BID with 
another  community  c leanup.

T h e  B I D  w a s  e x t r a  b e a u t i f u l  t h i s  a u t u m n 
a s  we  k i c ke d  o f f  t h e  s e a s o n  w i t h  a n o t h e r 
vo l u n t e e r  c l e a n u p  f r o m  t h e  e m p l oye e s  a t 
N ew  L a n d  E n t e r p r i s e s .  We  a r e  g r a t e f u l  f o r 
t h e i r  h e l p  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  o u r  n e i g h b o r h o o d .



Halloween is  always an East  Side favorite  and this  year  was no exception. 
We celebrated with activit ies  at  mult iple  East  Side businesses including:

1 )  Yo g a  a n d  t r i c k- o r - t r e a t i n g  a t  Kind Oasis
2 )  Tr i c k- o r - t r e a t i n g ,  c r a f t s ,  a n d  a  s c a ve n g e r  h u n t  a t  Crossroads Col lect ive
3 )  A  D J  d a n c e  p a r t y  a n d  c o s t u m e  c o n t e s t  i n  Black Cat  Al ley
4 )  H a u n t e d  m i n i  g o l f  a t  Nine Below
5 )  A  l i n e u p  o f  s p o o k y  f i l m s  a t  t h e  Oriental  Theatre

7

Quar ter  4



8

Infrastructure Improvements

T h e  s i d ew a l k  a r e a  o u t s i d e  o f  I a n’s  P i z z a  w a s  e x t e n d e d  w i t h  s o m e  n ew  c e m e n t  p a ve m e n t 
t h a t  g r e a t l y  i m p r ove d  t h e  c u r b  a p p e a l .



We rang in  the hol idays with fest ive  fun for  our  community.

We  h o s t e d  a n  Ea s t  S i d e  H o l i d a y  C e l e b r a t i o n  t o  we l c o m e  t h e  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n  w i t h  o u r  c o m m u n i t y 
a t  C r o s s r o a d s  C o l l e c t i ve  a n d  I v a n h o e  P l a z a .  T h e  f e s t i v i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  a  h o l i d a y  s h o p p i n g  m a r ke t , 
C h r i s t m a s  c r a f t s ,  a  Toy s  f o r  To t s  C h a r i t y  D r i ve ,  p h o t o s  w i t h  S a n t a ,  M r s .  C l a u s ,  a n d  t h e i r  r e i n d e e r, 
a n d  t h e  Ea s t  S i d e’s  o f f i c i a l  h o l i d a y  t r e e  l i g h t i n g .

T h e  B I D  a l s o  h o s t e d  a  H o l i d a y  P a r t y  i n  D e c e m b e r  a t  V i e r  N o r t h ,  a  n ew  b a r  a n d  r e s t a u r a n t  o p e n i n g 
i n  J a n u a r y  2 0 24  i n  t h e  s p a c e  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  V i t u c c i ’s  b u i l d i n g  a t  1 8 3 2  E .  N o r t h  Ave n u e .  B I D  b o a r d 
m e m b e r s ,  B I D  p r o p e r t y  ow n e r s  a n d  b u s i n e s s  ow n e r s ,  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  m i n g l e d  i n  t h e 
b e a u t i f u l l y  r e m o d e l e d  s p a c e  a n d  s a m p l e d  s o m e  o f  t h e  d e l i c i o u s  m e n u  i t e m s  a n d  b eve r a g e  c h o i c e s 
t h a t  V i e r  N o r t h  p l a n s  t o  o f f e r. 

9



The BID par tnered with UWM students  to  better  understand ways to  connect 
c ycl ists  and walkers  on the Oak Leaf  Trai l  to  Nor th Avenue businesses.

B I D  b o a r d  p r e s i d e n t  J o ey  W i s n i ew s k i  a n d  B I D  E xe c u t i ve  D i r e c t o r  D a v i d  S m u l y a n  r e c e n t l y  a t t e n d e d 
t h e  f i n a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  t h e  U W M  S c h o o l  o f  A r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d 
U r b a n  D eve l o p m e n t  ( SA R U P ) .  T h e  s t u d e n t s  wo r ke d  o n  a  p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  B I D  a s  p a r t  o f  a  c l a s s  l e d 
b y  K r i s a n n e  R e h b e i n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  C o m m u n i t y  D e s i g n  S o l u t i o n s  ( C D S ) .  C D S  i s  a  f u n d e d  d e s i g n  c e n t e r 
i n  SA R U P  t h a t  a s s i s t s  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  a g e n c i e s ,  c i v i c  g r o u p s ,  a n d  c a m p u s e s  t h r o u g h o u t  W i s c o n s i n . 
S t u d e n t s  wo r k  w i t h  K r i s a n n ,  c l i e n t s  a n d  f a c u l t y  t o  d eve l o p  c o n c e p t s  t h a t  p r o m o t e  p o s i t i ve  c h a n g e , 
s t i m u l a t e  f u n d i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a n d  s e r ve  a s  a  c a t a l y s t  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  i nve s t m e n t .

T h e  s t u d e n t  p r o j e c t  f o c u s e d  o n  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  t h r e e  N o r t h  Ave n u e  a d j a c e n t  a c c e s s  p o i n t s  o r  n o d e s 
t o  t h e  O a k  L e a f  Tr a i l  w i t h  t h e  g o a l  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w a y s  t o  c o n n e c t  c yc l i s t s  a n d  w a l ke r s  o n  t h e 
O a k  L e a f  Tr a i l  t o  t h e  N o r t h  Ave n u e  b u s i n e s s  c o r r i d o r.

T h e  s t u d e n t s  o f f e r e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  i d e a s  a n d  d e s i g n s  w h i c h  c a n  b e  u s e d  b y  t h e  B I D  t o  e n g a g e 
o t h e r  s t a ke h o l d e r s ,  i . e . ,  t h e  M i l w a u ke e  C o u n t y  P a r k s  D e p a r t m e n t ,  B I D  b u s i n e s s  ow n e r s , 
c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s ,  e t c .  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  e nv i s i o n  w h a t  i s  p o s s i b l e .  O n e  e xa m p l e  t h ey  p r o p o s e d 
i s  t o  u t i l i ze  a r t  ( i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  m u r a l s  a n d  b o l d ,  c o l o r f u l  s i g n a g e )  t o  m a ke  t h e s e  a c c e s s  p o i n t s 
m o r e  v i s i b l e  a n d  i nv i t i n g .
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The BID board elected a new President  and Vice President.

T h e  B I D  h e l d  b o a r d  o f f i c e r  e l e c t i o n s  a t  i t s  D e c e m b e r  B o a r d  M e e t i n g .  J o ey  W i s n i ew s k i  w a s  e l e c t e d 
P r e s i d e n t ,  s u c c e e d i n g  D a n  Ka t t  w h o  h a d  b e e n  i n t e r i m  P r e s i d e n t .  S p e n c e r  K r o n z  w a s  e l e c t e d 
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t .  D a n  Ka t t  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  i n  h i s  r o l e  a s  Tr e a s u r e r  a n d  M i ke  V i t u c c i  i s  c o n t i n u i n g 
i n  h i s  r o l e  a s  S e c r e t a r y.  P l e a s e  r e f e r  t o  o u r  we b s i t e  f o r  t h e  f u l l  s l a t e  o f  B I D  b o a r d  m e m b e r s .



theeastside.org

Follow along with us to be the first to 
learn about new updates and events!
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